I FOUND A BABY BIRD! WHAT DO I DO NOW?
Is the bird injured or sick? (Can’t flap it’s
wings or one wing droops, it’s shivering,
bleeding or was attacked by a cat or dog.)

No

Yes

Does it have feathers?

No

It’s a Fledgling. When they get too big for the nest but still cannot
fly, they hop from branch to branch with the parents following
them. They normally spend 3-7 days learning to fly.
Is the bird safe from cats, dogs and people?

Yes

It is a nestling and need help quick.
Can you find the nest?

No

Put the baby back in the
nest if it can be done
safely. Observe from a
distance. Are the parents
visiting the nest? You
must watch carefully since
the parents make quick
visits about every 15
minutes. They will look for
their baby for 24 hours or
more.

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No
Make a nest from a
hanging basket or
box. Put drainage
holes in the bottom
and line it with grass
or leaves. Put baby
in the nest and hang
on the tree nearest to
where you found the
baby. Don’t worry
about touching it,
birds have a poor
sense of smell. Are
the parents visiting
the nest?

Call Friends of Texas
Wildlife @ 281.259.0039
and rescue baby. See back
of this page.

Baby is OK.
Leave it alone

Put baby bird in
bushes or on a tree
limb. To keep cats
away, turn on a
sprinkler. Are the
parents near by?

Baby is OK.
Leave it alone.

Yes

No

Call Friends of Texas Wildlife
at 281.259.0039

HOW TO HELP A BABY OR INJURED BIRD
Call FRIENDS OF TEXAS WILDLIFE (281.259.0039) as soon as possible so
the bird can be given to a permitted rehabilitator.
Nearly all BIRDS are protected by State and Federal laws.
IT IS AGAINST THE LAW to have in your possession the bird, nests,
feathers, or eggs without special permits.
1. ONLY ADULTS should rescue a hurt or orphaned bird. Call FRIENDS OF
TEXAS WILDLIFE(281.259.0039) before trying to rescue an adult bird. Adult birds
have sharp talons and/or sharp beaks, and wings that they will use to protect
themselves even when they are injured. Wear gloves if possible when handling an
adult bird and use a towel to gently throw over it or use a broom to gently move the
bird into a box.
2. KEEP THE BABY OR INJURED BIRD WARM and in a dark and quiet place.
Place tissue, paper towels, or T-shirt (NO TERRY CLOTH as their nails might become
entangled in the loops) in a box with a lid or a pet kennel and put the bird in it. DO
NOT PUT ANY WILD BIRD IN A WIRE CAGE. Damage to the
feathers can
occur if the bird flaps its wings and gets its feathers stuck in the bars. Keep the bird
away from noises, children, pets, and out of drafts. To keep an injured or baby bird
warm, put the container half on and half off a heating pad set on LOW. You can also
heat a damp washcloth in an unsealed zip lock bag for 30-40 seconds in the
microwave. Seal the bag and place under the container.
3. PLEASE DO NOT GIVE THE BIRD ANY FOOD OR WATER!!! Water can easily
go “down the wrong way” into the lungs and kill the bird. Each species of bird has its
own special diet and feeding it the wrong thing can kill it.
4. WASH YOUR HANDS AFTER CONTACT WITH THE BIRD, and wash
everything that it came in contact with—towels, gloves, pet kennels. Birds are capable
of carrying diseases or parasites that could be transmitted to you or your pet.
5. GET THE BIRD TO A WILDLIFE REHABILITATOR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE @www.friendsoftexaswildlife.org

